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TERRITORY OF MONTANA, 
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
HELENA, January 12th, 1885. 


To the Honorable Members of the Council and House of Representatives, 
Composing the Legislative Assembly of Montana Territory. 


GENTLEMEN :—As required by Section 1,198 of Chapter LXV of 
the Revised Statutes of Montana, which provides that the Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction “shall report biennially to the Legislative 
Assembly,” I herewith submit the following report, which in addition 
to the usual’statistical information containing concrete results of the 
operation of our present school law will contain suggestions asto such 
changes as seem desirable to further promote the efficiency and more 
successful working of the law. 

This report would have been presented earlier, but for the fact 
that even at this writing and on the eve of the meeting of your hon- 
orable body there are still several reports from County Superintend- 
ents delinquent, which are absolutely essential to make statistics com- 
plete and valuable. Very respectfuly, 

Your obedient servant, 
CORNELIUS HEDGES, 
Supt. of Public Instruction, 
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Superintendent of Public Instruction, 


--0ጅ THE— 


TERRITORY OF MONTANA. 


FOR THE YEAR 1884.’ 


- CHANGES IN SCHOOL LAW. 


Our school law, as a whole and in its general features and most 
essential poin @, is an excellent one, and even if it was much less per 
fect than it is, it would be the part of wisdom to introduce changes 
gradually, retaining the familiarity that our people have with the law 
which is of so much importance to the successful working of any law. 
Proceeding, therefore, upon the principle that change in itself is unde- 
sirable and only to be justified by the promise of sure and clear bene- 
fits, to reach and remedy discovered defects I will indicate only such 
changes as seem to me desirable and necessary. 
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COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS’ REPORTS. 


The present law requires of each County Superintendent two re- 
ports annually, one in the month of October for the school year end- 
ing August 315, апа a supplemental report on or before December 
15th, to include the statistics of the school census taken in November 
and the amount of school moneys collected from all sources for the 
fiscal year ending on the first day of December, instant. 

There seems no good reason why these two reports may not be 
embodied in one. The last of the two reports now required contains 
the most essential and recent statistics that the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction requires to include in his report either to the Gov- 
ernor or the Legislature, and if promptly returned by the 15th of De- 
cember, would give ample time for the preparation of his report by 
the 1st of January following. Blanks could easely be prepared em- 
bodying all provisions now contained in both annual and supplemental 
reports. . 

It would seem quite desirable that in addition to the statistical re- 
ports now required of County Superintendents, on blanks provided 
for the purpose, that each County Superintendent should further make 
ዷ written report upon the general condition of the schools in his Coun- 
ty, whether stationary, advancing or retrograding, calling attention to 
1natters of local interest, pride and ambition, and offering suggestions 
for amendment or improvement of school law or the administration 
thereunder. Portions of such reports might be published with the 
annual report and would add interest thereto. "The time has come 
when the people of Montana have learned to rise above political cdn- 
siderations in the selection of County Superintendents, and those offi- 
сез are now filled very generally with men and women of ability and 
experience, who have ambition and whose observations yrould be both 
creditable and of practical importance as guiding the way to further 
improvements. ave 


REPORTS OF DISTRICT CLERKS. 


The law requiring County Superintendents to report at a certain 
time, with penalty for neglect, is unreasonable and practically null 
unless means are provided that School District Clerks shall make 
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their reports at a fixed date, for it is from these alone that the County 
Superintendents can make up their reports. 

Section 1,112 makes it the duty of the clerk to make the annual 
reports, among other things, and makes it a misdemeanor punishable 
by fine of not less than five or more than twenty dollars for failing to 
perform any required duty. As the District Clerks receive no com- 
pensation for discharging any duty save that of taking the census, 
this penalty seems rather severe and no one feels disposed to make 
the complaint and we presume courts and juries would be equally loth 
to inflict the penalty. 

It would seem more just ahd effective to provide, as in the case of 
County Superintendents, for but one annual report in the month of 
December, making the school year end with the rst of December, and 
making an allowance of say five or ten dollars, payable out of the 
moneys to the credit of the district, provided the report is essentially 
correct and within the prescribed time, and providing as penalty 
for that each day's neglect or delay after the report is due, that 
the County: Superintendent should deduct five or ten dollars from the 
amount apportioned to the district, which should go back to the gen- 
ей! fund for reapportionment. | 

In this way clerks would be stimulated to do their duty by the hope 
of the compensation and the people of the district would also be in- 
terested to choose such a clerk as was competent to do his duty, and 
further, see that the duty was done, so that the funds of the district 
might not not be diminished through his neglect. The greater 
promptitude of District Clerks in making returns of the census, know- 
ing that the district apportionment depends thereon, leads to the 
strong conviction that the general report, if made due at the samc 
time, with like diminution of district funds in case of neglect or failure, 
will be promptly made and will secure the ‘best results by the best 
means. 


* 


“ SCHOOL AGE. 


While it may not be thought wise to contract the extremes of school 
age, it would certainly be desirable to provide for the returning of 
those between the ages of six and sixteen years, so that calculations 
of per capita tax, expenditures and school attendance might be com- 
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puted upon the same basis as in other States. All of the blanks sent 
out from the National Bureau of Education request returns upon the 
basis of school age between the limits of six and sixteen years, 
' which it isimpossibleforus to give and Montana suffers in comparison. 
Were our per capifa of school attendance and expenditure reck- 
oned upon the narrower basis of school age, it is Hae evident that 
the showing would be greatly in our favor. 


EDUCATION OF ADULTS. 


While our school law provides for the attendance only of Шозе un-. 


der twenty-one years of age, we have among us many above that age 
who have had little or no opportunity of acquiring the elements of an 


education, and many from foreign countries who want the opportunity ' 


of learning our language and thus have the means of understanding 
our literature and laws. No one can doubt that it would greatly 
aist such adults to become more useful and intelligent citizens. 
We earnestly recommend that the Trustees of school districts be em- 
powered to open and maintain evening schools for such adults, when- 
ever, in their judgment, there is sufficient number of such class to 
justify it, and fhe funds of the district will permit without serious dim- 
inution. The public school buildings and furniture would serve for the 
purpose and the only necessary expenditure would befor teachers, light 
апа fuel. If thetrustees were allowed to pay evena part of the expenses 
of such evening schools, no doubt, charitably and liberally disposed 
citizens would aid the enterprise by tender of services and means. 


So long as Montana continues a territory and is shut out from any 
assistance from the proceeds of her school lands, it would perhaps be 
folly to attempt more than we are doing at present, but we believe the 
time is coming, and ought to come soon and everywhere, that the 
state should provide for something more tlian the intellectual training 
о е young, but, in addition, should provide that every child, not 
otherwise and specially prvided for by its parents, should have some 
industrial and technical education. It would add dignity to labor, 
give every child the means of earning an honest and honorable self- 
support, and instead of interfering, it is believed that it would promote 
intellectual development and physical at the same time. 
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INCREASING THE SCHOOL TERM. 


It seems as if the time had fully come for raising the minimuni of 
school terms from three to four months. Our population and assessa- 
ble wealth have largely increased since that minimum was established. 
We have reached the period in our territorial development when we 
must expect a more rapid increase of population. If we would attract 
and retain the better class of population, we must furnish more and 
more school facilities. As the cost of reaching Montana is less 
and as teachers cam find employment for longer terms, the rate of 
wages will naturally somewhat decrease. We can better afford a min- 
imum of four months now than we could three when the law was first 
adopted. We would urge even a minimum of six months, but this 
would utterly prevent the formation of any new districts and compel 
many now established to forfeit their existence. The path of wisdom 
is the golden mean.which in this case would lead to some advance in 
length of terms without imposing too severe restrictions upon the for- 
mation of new districts. 


. RATE OF SCHOOL TAX. 


The present minimum of county school tax, three mills, is too low, so 
long as this is the sole reliance of our public schools for support. 
This necessity will continue so long as the territorial condition. Our 
assessible wealth, handsomely as it continues to expand at every an-: 
nual listing, no more than keeps pace with our increasing school pop- 
ulation. In counties where the maximum rate is levied each year, 
there is none too much aud there will always be some Boards of 
County Commissioners with diseased and extravagant notions of 
economy, who adopt every minimum as the maximum, and will be 
sure to make the first application of economy where it will do the 
most harm, to the schools. I would therefore recommend that the 
minimum be made four mills and maximum six mills. 


MISAPPLICATION OF SCHOOL MONEYS. 


It is the intent of the law that the amounts apportioned to each 
district from the proceeds of the county school tax, should be expend- 
ed for the employment of teachers, the chief expense in maintaining 
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schools, and minor incidental expenses. There is some vagueness in 
the law and it is often difficult to draw the line and say what ex- 
penses may be and may not be met out of this fund. It is the theory 
of the school law throughout, rather than the express command. of 
the letter in any particular section, that school houses shall be built 
and furnished with moneys raised by special district taxes. The 
county tax which is insufficient to provide pay for teachers, should 
never be diverted to pay for buildings, furniture, rent of buildings, or 
fencing school grounds, or to pay off debts incurred for these purposes 
or interest on such debts, and yet cases have come to notice where 
stich diversions have been made to the serious depletion of the 
teachers’ fund and the shortening of school terms. In one instance a 
Board of Trustees was discovered by а grand jury unwarrantably per- 
verting their school money to the payment of per diem to themselves 
“every time they held а meeting. 

The purposes to which the county tax may be applied should be 
more definitely stated and the county treasurers required to pay only 
such warrants as specified a legal purpose. 


BLANKS FOR DISTRICT OFFICERS. | 


፥ 
፲፻ would be a wise provision in my opinion to make it one of the 
duties of County Superintendents to provide district officers with 
printed blanks for contracts with teachers and require that these 
should always be in writing and in duplicate, the trustees and teacher 
each having one. It would save many costly and troublesome dis- 

agreements arising from loosely made verbal contracts. | 
Blank orders on the County Treasurer should also be furnished and 


their use made requisite. 
Thecost for printing such blanks, which would be but a trifle compared 


with resulting benefits, should be audited and allowed by the County 
Commissioners out of the general county fund. 


TEACHERS CERTIFICATES. 


It was the expressed intent of one of the amendments adopted two 
years ago, Sec. 1,149, E, that teachers certificates should be classified 
according to standard of scholarship and continue for one, two and: 
three years. But the succeeding section, 1,149 F, says that first grade 
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certificates shall continue in force two years, and the same term, is 
provided also for second grade certificates. This is an evident mis- 
take, but it is the law as it passed, and only legislative action can rec- 
tify it, 

t seems proper and desirable, as it is the expressed wish of all the 
best teachers of the territory, that some provision should be made for 
a territorial certificate, in addition to the county certificates, that 
should be good in any part of the territory and run for a longer term, 
perhaps in some cases for life or good behavior, subject like all others 
to be revoked. This seems due to some of the more experienced and 
successful teachers. I would suggest that provision be made for such 
and that the board to issue such certificates consist of the Territorial 
Superintendent, the County Superintendent of the County where the 
applicant resides, with a teacher of the same County holding the 
highest grade certificate. Perhaps it may be thought best that cer- 
tificates issued by-such board, should extend no longer than five years, 
but within some defined limits, a higher grade certificate than any now 
provided seems desirable. 


TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. 


Under the provisions of the school law requiring Teachers’ Insti- 
tutes to be held in every county having five or more organized school 
districts, annually, and making it the duty of the Territorial Superin- 
tendent to attend, such institutes were held during 1883 in every coun- 
ty but two, Silver Bow and Dawson. In the case of the latter there 
were not the requisite number of districts and in Silver Bow the fail- 
ure resulted from the resignation of the Superintendent after the call 
was made and a vacancy in the office for a time. In most of the 
-counties the Institutes were a success from the start. Attendance was 
generally good and three days were profitably spent in presenting the 
methods of teaching the principal studies required to be taught, 
accompanied by general discussion of various methods, with a view 
to find the best. 

The evenings were generally devoted to lectures or discussions ot 
more general questions that would prove interesting to the public. 
At several of these evening meetings during Institute sessions ad- 
‘dresses were delivered by friends of education of the locality, and in _ 
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all cases with the happiest results, in awakening general public айеп- 
tion and interest in the success of the schools. 


In Miles City where there were but few teachers and those not all 
in attendance, the work of the Institute was carried on mostly by the 
aid of the pupils, who, under the admirable training of the Principal 
and Superintendent Logan, manifested a surprising degree of profic- 
iency and a mastery of the subjects studied that vould have done credit 
to older persons and in advance of a large majority of those employed: 
as teachers. - 

During the year past, Institutes have been held in all the counties, 
except Dawsou, which until the very close of the year did not have 
the number of districts organized to make it requisite and for that 
reason the Superintendent declined to hold an Institute. The series. 
began in March at Butte, where a very profitable and interesting one 
was held through three days, with popular lectures in the evening. 
The next was held in Deer Lodge County in July, in New Chicago,. 
under the efficient management of their experienced Superintendent 
Catlin. The attendance was unexpectedly large, the papers and ad- 
dresses were able, and the discussion of all subjects animated aad to 
the point. The towns-people entertained most hospitably and turned 
out in full force to attend all the sessions. The general good effects 
of such gatherings could not but be of the best and most lasting service. 

During September, Institutes were held at Benton and White Sul- 
phur Springs. These were not in all respects as good as during the 
year before. The teachers in these large counties, many of them, live 
at great distances from the county seat, their schools are small, terms 
are short and it cannot resonably be expected that they could bear the 
expense and time of the long journey necessary, nor that when in 
attendance, they would mostly be of a class to engage most actively 
and intelligently in institute work. Certainly no County Superinten- 
dent could have been more indefatigable and conscientiously devoted 
to do everything to make an Institute pleasant and profitable than 
Miss Nichols, the Superintendent of Meagher county. 

October was wholly spent in holding Institutes successively at 
Bozemen, Virginia City, Billings, Miles City and at Boulder. At 
each of these places the attendance was good and the work accom- 

plished an improvement on the previous year. Superintendents Mon- 
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roe, Bennett, Shuart, Logan and Elder were unremitting in making 
preparations and inspiring the teachers and public with their own de- 
termined spirit to make the occasions productive of good by arousing 
the zeal of tezchers and enlisting public interest. 


At Miles City the school children again took the leading part, even: 


more generally than the year before, and the wonderful results of the 
best kind of instruction were as apparent in the character and be- 
haviour of the children trained by Principal Logan, as in their ex- 
hibits of intellcctual development, discipline and acquisitions. 

At Boulder, the Institute was held during the session of the district 
court and at the evening meetings the court house was crowded to 
listen to addresses on educational subjects, including a very inter- 
esting one by Chief Justice Wade. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Elder did all that was possible to make the oc- 
casion a notable success. 


* 


The Institutes at Missoula and Dillon were not held until Decem- 
ber and the severe cold weather and deep snow proved a 86፲1098 ob- 
stacle to the degree of success: expected. Still, in both cases, the at- 
tendance was remarkably good on the part of teachers and their work 
showed a great improvement on the year previous. 

At Missoula the session were held in the new school house, which 
is justly a source of pride to the people. In spite of the storm the 
main school room was well filled at the evening meetings and the at- 
tentive, earnest people were well entertained with pertinent and in- 
structive addresses by Messrs. Kennedy, Bickford, McCormick and 
others, as well as with vocal and instrumental music. Both Superin- 
tendents Ryman, of Missoula, and Gannon, of Beaver Head, are men 
of great practical experience as teachers as well as of great energy, 
which they are able to infuse into others. 

The Таз of the series of Institutes for the year was held in Helena 
during the cold closing days of December last. A session of the 
Territorial Teachers Institute had been called to meet at the same 
time and there were many of the best teachers from other counties, as 
well as some of the most active, successful and influential of the 
County Superintendents. It was the most successful meeting ever 
held of either the Territorial Institute or that of Lewis and Clarke 
County. The papers, addresses and discussions were all interesting, 
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. pertinent and profitable. Several of the addresses have been pub- 
lished and may be left to speak for themselves, 

One of the leading objects sought in calling together the- teachers 
and superintendents of the Territory, was to consider the changes 
needed in our present school-law. It is in accordance with the views 
generally expressed by those in condition to judge best, that the recom- 
mendations contained in this report are made. They appeal to you, 
not as individual suggestions, but with the weight of the collective, 
practical, deliberate judgments of those most competent and best situ: 
ated to form sound and solid judgements in perfecting our school 
system and shaping our laws to suit our wants. 


GENERAL RESULTS. 


The results of these Institutes have fully realized the anticipated 
benefits. The three days work thus spent in each County, laboring 
with the teachers, improving their methods, rallying their energies, 
kindling their ambition, have wrought out better and more abundant 
good effects than a week or ten days spent in visiting the several dis- 
tricts. It has been my constant aim to reach school officers as well 
as teachers, whenever opportunity presented, to appeal to parents and 
the public, to impress them with the idea that each had an important 
duty in aiding and co-operating with the teacher. A -continuance of 
these Institutes will, as the number of teachers increase and the pur- 
poses are better understood, became both more interesting and profit- 
able. 

The question has often been asked, What is the penalty if a teacher 
declines to attend these Institutes as the law requires? The law itself 
provides no penalty. The only chance to administer a penalty would 
be for the County Superintendent to withdraw the teachers certificate 
for wilful disobedience to a legal duty. It has been generally suffi- 
cient to intimate.that such a result might follow. There is no dis- 
guising the fact that the law, if harshly and literally enforced, might 
in many cases work great hardship, as for instance in requiring a 
teacher of a little country district to spend more than a full month’s 
wages and a week’s time in going to and returning from Institutes. I 
have always advised that it was impossible that the authors of the law 
` intended it to be such an oppressive tax as it would be in such cases, 
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and the failure to attend was not counted as wilful disobedience. 
The provision that the teacher's wages shall continue during the at- 
tendance at the Institute is but partial compensation. In some cases 
the public, where the Institute was held, has generously provided en- 
tertainment, and this would be universal, if the public only realized 
what a tax was laid upon the slender earnings of the poor teacher. 


TERRITORIAL TEACHERS' INSTITUTE. 


This is an entirely voluntary association and only three sessions 
have been held. * The barriers of distance and expense have prevented 
any considerable attendance and success. 


At the recent session in Helena, it was voted that the Territorial 
Institute should continue to be held; that when so held it should be 
in connection with some County Institute and that the Legislative 
Assembly should be asked to pay mileage to teachers attending. 


I confes$ that I am at àloss to say just what would be the wisest 
course to pursue. Оп the one hand the great good that might be 
gained by holding three or four such Institutes duiing the year in 
different parts of the Territory, for a five day's sessiom? the great ben- 
efit to teachers, and the public, would well be worth! something more. 
than the single County Institute for a shorter titne. Interest in- 
creascs with numbers and in the combined talent of three or four 
counties, would be found materials to make them more instructive. 
On the other hand it would be rather difficult to estimate the amouut 
that mileage would come to, so that the cost could be compared with 
the resulting benefits. If the law would provide payment of half fare 
each way to those who should attend, without making it compul- 
sory to attend outside of the county, I think the cost to the Territory 
would be more than repaid by the increased benefits of larger atten- 
dance, longer sessions and abler instruction. 


Until the time arrives to establish a Normal School for the especial 
training of teachers, I deem these Institutes, County, District and 
Territorial indispensible and deserving of some aid from the public 
treasury. 
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CONCERNING COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS’ SALARIES. 


The compensation of County Superintendents is Ъу law propor- 
tioned according to the number of school children in each County, 
setting the maximum at $1,000. While perhaps no more fixed and 
reasonable rule can be found by which to fix the general compensa- 
tion, a moment’s reflection will certainly satisfy any one that the um 
quirement, "to visit each school in his County at least once а year," 
bears with unequal weight upon the Superintendents of different 
Counties, some of which are small and compactly settled and others 
very large and sparsely settled. So long as there stands this require- 
ment and there is no provision for making some allowance for travel- 
ing expenses, it throws upon those receiving the smallest compensa- 
tion the heaviest burden of expense. There should be some allow- 
ance to each Superintendent proportioned to the number of districts 
visited and the distance necessarily traveled. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN SCHOOL HOUSES. 


During the past two years there has been a wonderful improvement 
in school buildings and furniture in many parts of the Territory. 
Nearly every city or town of considerable size has now an elegant 
and commodious graded school building furnished with hard wood 
seats and desks of the most approved style. Helena has two graded 
school buildings, besides two ward primary school houses, all of brick 
and well furnished. Bozeman has two graded school buildings of 
four departments, each of brick, which together cost $30,000; one of 
them completed during the past year. Both Billings and Miles City 
have completed during the year past, elegant graded school buildings, 
the same in style as the most recent one in Bozeman. They аге ele-f' 
gantly furnished and are doing good service. Glendive has a graded 
school building, of brick, convenient and well furnished at a cost ዕ 

_ $10,000. 

Livingston is not behind her Eastern sister towns in school accom- 
modations or in zeal to support a creditable school. 

. At Fort Benton they now have the most expensive, commodious|: 
and best appcinted school house in the Territory. It cost $30, 
and is an ornament of which every citizen may justly be proud. Forth 
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Benton was fortunate in securing a large part of the funds that ena- 
bled its school officers to erect so fine a buildingfrom the sale ot town 
lots. Though the house furnishes accomdations beyond present wants 
the citizens have shown a sturdy faith in *heir future and have indi- 
cated what they want that future to be. 


Missoula has recently completed a noble school edifice, beautifully 
located, substantially built of brick and adapted for six departments. 
One-half of the building only is at present occupied. Considering 
the cost, $15,005, there is no building in the Territory that is its equal 
for convenience and light. 


Deer Lodge has a school house in process of erection, which 
when completed, will be equal in accommodation, beauty and dura- 
bility to any in the Territory. The people of Deer Lodge have been 
steadfast in their worthy ambition to have the best schools in the Ter- 
ritory. ` i 


| 


Butte has the largest school population of any place in Montana 
and the demands for greater accommodations have sometimes out-run 
the ability-to supply the demands. The ambition of the people 
of Butte has not centred so much on fine school houses, as in some 
other places, but they have not neglected the still higher essentials of 
good schools, an able corps of skilful, faithful, hard working and 
successful teachers. 


Dillon has a fine brick graded school house which is fast filling up 
and drawing around itsupporters who appreciate and patronize it. 

Virginia City has for several years been supplied with a pretty fair 
graded school building, which is still doing good service among those 
who still cling to the fortunes and rich memories of Alder Gulch. 
The school is developing mines that will never fail. 


These are the school houses of the first-class, all substantially built 
of brick and furnished with the best school furniture made. We can 
count up not less than thirteen school buildings whose average cost 
is upwards of $15,000. White Sulpher Springs has already voted the 
money to erect another school house of this class during the coming 
season. There are as many other school houses that would do equal 
credit to the smaller communities in which they are located, but which 
we cannot here enumerate. Considering that the money to build these 
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school houses has all been raised by special district tax or by the sale 
of bonds on which interest is being borne by the’ separate districts, 
and is additional to the large county tax which goes exclusively to the 
pay of teachers, it bears witness to the wise and devoted liberality of 
the- people of Montana in laying the foundations of good government 
on general intelligence. 


REVENUE FROM SCHOOL LANDS. 


It would seem as if some revenue to eke out_the small allowance 
that falls to the lot of some of the country districts might be derived 
from the rent of the school lands. It would seem as if, without draw- 
ing in question the title of these lands, the possessory right of occu- 
pation might be made a proper subject of legislation, giving to the 
County Superintendent of the counties in which such lands lie, or 
perhaps the trustees of the district in which they are, to put them up 
` and let them to the highest bidder tor pasturage or the cutting of the 
natural growth of grass, The many applications that I have had of 
this kind satisfies me that considerable revenue could be derived from 
rent, which now goes utterly to waste. Applications and representa- 
tions for such power have been made repeatedly to the departments 
at Washington and to Congress, with no hope of obtaining relief in 
that direction. Ina matter so clearly for the public good it would 
seem that any law that would give form and shape to such general 
public wishes and interests would be upheld by the courts. : 


EDUCATION OF DEAF MUTES. 


Under the provisions of Chapter XIX of our Revised Statutes, p. 
512, Montana has been supporting five deaf mutes during the year 
past, four at Kendall Green, near Washington, 13. С., and one at the 
Missouri Institution for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb, at Ful 
ton, Mo. 

The term of one of these, Thos. H. Peters of Walkerville, Silver 
Bow County, expired December 31, 1884. The term of anothers 
Anna May Wood, of Helena, will expire during the coming summer |" 

Concerning the standing and progress of these beneficiaries at Кепҷс 
dall Green, I quote from а letter of President Gallaudet, of the аи 
ult., as follows: 


< 
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“Т take pleasure in communicating the fact that the beneficiaries of 
Montana that have been committed to our care, are doing well in all 
respects. Their progress in school has been entirely satisfactory and 
their deportment has been exemplary.” 


Our law provides for the support of children of this class, “for a 
term not exceeding four years for each such child. I would most 
earnestly recommend that this term be extended at least two years 
longer. Quoting again from the letter of President Gallaudet: 

“፲ know of no state in our Union which limits the period of school 
privilege to its deaf mutes below six years and nearly all allow more 
than eight years. А little reflection will make it plain that a child 
laboring under the great disadvantage of deafness should be given 
more rather than less time in school than his favored brothers and 
sisters, and the school training of hearing children is rarely limited 

‚ to seven years." . 3 


We believe the reflection suggested will convince each of you that 
it would be the excise of a wise liberality to extend this term of sup- 
port tosix or seven years, even if to do so it should be necessary to 
repeal the amended Section 506, passed at the last session of the Leg- 
itlative Assembly, which provides for the payment of traveling 6ጁ- 
penses attendant upon going and returning, together with necessary 
escort. Expenses of this nature are necessarily uncertain and nay 
be relatively large and still be within the letter of the law. There 
seems to be no way to properly define and regulate them. 1 think 
even the parents of the most needy of this class of unfortunates would 
prefer to see the term of their support at school extended, even if 
11ከ6 expense of travel and escort were thrown upon themselves. The 
{case would rarely occur that any child could not find means to 
|reach the place where its education and support would be provided 
|free for six or seven years.. 

Very naturally, with the increase of our population there will be 
some corresponding increase of this class, requiring public aid and 
support. But so long at least as Montana continues a Territory it 
will be wiser to continue our present arrangement for the education 
of deaf mutes and blind children abroad. It will cost less money and 
ҮШ give a longer and better education than we could supply at home 
at double the expense. 
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GENERAL COMPARATIVE STATEMENT. 


Average Cost of Tuition Per Month од. 
Enrolled Pupils .......cccccccsceecessecseeene 5 2.45 ይ зод: 8 315 


ITEMS. . 1882, | 1883 1884 
MEN ———i <- | - 
Number of School Юйыйїсїв.................. | 155 | 180 | 216 
Number of Schools....... eee | 189 ' 203 ! 254. 
Number IG Employed... © а ‚б 5. 09 
И + 
E] і 
Number of Female Teachers Employed.. | ፤27 | ፲5፤ , ፤95 
Whole Number Епріоуей...... ............ 191 226 292 
Average Compensation of Male Teachers БЕ 
Per Мош.,.................... MEME $ 75.75 $ 7140 , 80.00 
Average Compensation of Female ' 
Teachers Per Month...... көзө. КИИ 64.20 54.50 62.00 
Average Compensation of All Teachers } 
Per Моп... „а.а... 66.26 58.8о | 67.00 
Number of School Census Children, 4 to mE Н | 
21 years Of айе..............уулуу...у-...- 10,482 12.485 | 15,535 
Average Length of School in Юауѕ....... 125 , 100 | ፲፲2 
Per Cent. of Enrollment оп Census Chil- ' 
ATED. occ cecceeecncescecuccneueendectasessossen А .58 53^ +54 


Рег €apita of County Tax on School | 


65፡1: 30)፡111:፣..፡ ዓናን ንን ቸቸ | - 8.82 8.03 ! 11.00 
Average Rate of Tax for Schools........... | 3.7 mills. | 3.8 mills. | 3.8 mills. 
Number of School Ноцѕеѕ,.,........... 2 143 , 160 | 198 
Number Erected in Үеатг..................... II ፤7 |, 38 
Number of Rooms in Graded Schools..... 38 49 | 55 
Number of Ungraded Schools............. - ' 152 169 | 215 
Number of Private Schools........... ........ | ፲6 | 9 | ፲3 
Number Pnpils in Private Schools.......... 143 | 189 | 301 
First Grade Certificates Issued............... 115 | go 68 
Second Grade Certificates Issued........... 59 | 66 120 
Third Grade Certificates Issued............. 8 | зо 51 


—— ት at i MÀ 


а amount raised for 5еһоо1з............ is 104,127 64, 5 122,111 944 S 168,993 oo 


GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS EXHIBIT. 


#2. No, of | | School Census. Мо, Length of |№о, Teachers 
ጃጀ School, H'es,| | | Children. Enrolled School in days.|with certifi'tes 
2) -፦ | 4 —_ ms ሙ=” ....። 
" | а! і i ги ГА А ai и 
||! 2 | | | | T i|. 
counties, | Sys | Е 8 н . ale 
a [an v o « 2 = 
л FS f መ በበበ » Ay ሀ © 9 02 Е 
зара Е sij а |8 
yigi © | is 8 d | |ቭ'| ቨ | в аз 9| 2/7 
HERPE E EINE La 4|1፤)1፤3|215|፤ 71) 2/8/42 
SEI | В 5 5 > 1 + LE 
ПАНА пә ва аг || 6 ЗЕ аа А Вя |ደ 
———— —DQMMM ፍሙ] ሥሥ” IM mM | ----- |. ሙ”መመ””፡ | መ= cee | * <ቨ መ መ] ኖሇመ]””መሙ]”” መ] “መ” ммм | አመመ መሰ 
Benverhead ,. та! 144 9 тз! 2 17| 19 360] 386! 758 2511 262] 513| 53| 245 бо 125, n 7 4 
Choteati., ....... ща. 7} 2 6 8| 1, 6| 3 бо 332 339 670 85} 92 277| 25| 200 Go} 110, 3| 9 2 
Сезанн 7 г 2 3| 6| 1| s| 3 7| ro| 393 409! 802 161 121 282) 35| 180 бо! 115) 3 8 2| 2| 40 
Dawson. .,.››...››5| 7; ፤! 2 4 7 ፤ 4| xx] 13 24 202) 213| 415 133| 166 298] 72| 120 60} 80| 2 21 4 
' Deer ወይው 25| © 8| 12 2፤| 1| 2ብ 13 23) 30 678| 680) 1,358) 384| 404 788 бој 206] бо] 72 14: 8 2| 1| 40 
Gallatin... evel 41| 3: ብ 30 37] 21 39 18| 25! 43|፤,00፤| 9፤9! 1,920! 743) 62711370] 70i 160 60| 120] 2| 25 Ш 2! 25 
Jefferson. VER 24. [5 r2! 17 22. ТЇЇ 13| 24] 359 3661 725) 22 220 432) бо 180| 40 8714 8 6 2 20 
Lewis and Clarke. 16 5..5 9l 19| 1| 15! ro} 19 29| 9611 931) ፤,80ቐ| 554| 4971051 60| 260| 60| 1261 14: 17 14] 3| 9o 
Madison ..,,.››››››››› 27| 2;11| 12; 25| 1| 26} 7| 23i зо! 785 1,291: 480| 399| 879| 70| 180| бо! тоо (4 8 6 | 
Меде, оон] 21 4 MH 15| 120 9| 13! 22| 630) 549! r,r7o. 258| 233; 491! 42| 100) 60| 80! 120 4] -2 | 
እ11።50ሀ18.,.... ee] 8 8 17| 1| 16| 8 г2 [6| 589, 523i 1,112/ 393! 350| 743| 66| 175) 80] 110, 5| 10 2| 2! 80 
Silver [70%,.,,›.... , 3| ብ Xn) 8 3) ፤7| 261т,3581,244 2,602 402| 341) 743| 30) ፤99| 77| 106 7 ii 6 1 20 
Vellowstone.,,...... | 5 5 ፤| 5| 2| 7| 91 216 216 150) 160) 200 35 7o| 180] 40) 110 3) 1 5 n 6 
| Totals,,..,.. „216 22 56 120! 1201 1198 13/203 203 | 97 19.292 ይየ ወጻ ቸዋ 4206|3912 8118; - 55| Average 103'100|147| 566 ፤ብ 301 
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OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


BEAVERHEAD COUNTY. 


ጊ 


Joun GANNON, Superintendent—Dillon. 


t 


| Number of Organized Districts.............cccssceescesscescaseececacesvevecevssoeeens 
Number of Males between 4 and 21 Years of Аве............................... 
Number of Females between 4 and 21 Years of Аве........................... 
Number of Males Attending 5сһоо].........................ши .ш.ннази ገቸ 


т, 


Number of Females Attending Ѕсћоої............ Teese eee nennen ta 
Number Attending Private ЅсһооЇ..„...,...... а.а eese esee ቸቸ 
Number of Male Teachers Employed .........c..cssccecteccncceccccasctcscetecncsecs 
Number of Female Teachers Employed,.............. cessere 445 ህህ 59895 4.0 45 
Average Length of School qi ER HDI 
Number of Brick School Ночѕеѕ.,...............„... ንንን ። 
Fumber of Frame School Houses.............0:-ccecsoesccecesesesceescetesererenssee 
Number of Log School HOUSES: oi oie ec ቻችን ን ቸቻም 
Number of Graded Sehobls, uid ee tue ይ... ከን ERE нө 
Number of Ungraded Schools ..t oo... ccc Lecce eese nee ና 
Rate of County Tax in МЇ15,.............. а.н ecseeneesseeecneatecsaces 
Per Capita of School Census Children... ec. оона 
Amount Raised by County Tax for УсһћооЇѕ,,........ „о... аана 
Amount from All Sources Apportioned. ........ а... а... 


v. 
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School Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Males.............. 
School Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Females......... 
Number Under 2 Уеагѕ-—Маћеѕ,.., „анаа ሠ 9፡9 наза nha nad 
Number Under 4 Years—Femalles.,......ccccsccsvgeecessectcccscersacacsenseeersares 
Amount of County Tax СоЦесіей.............„-. ንንን ገ 
Special Vax: Collected sso. oc ጠን ን Lea timen እያን ዓነ ን መ ናን ናን ማምን Sete 
From Clerk of District Сома ገናን ንንን e ene ረ 
From Probate Judge M" 
From Justices of the Peace aret ንንን ንንን ና” 


kic ——— te 


-.... ‚озая тезә መ ጤው ፍ %ወ ዉ ፍ ወሎ сова ват 


\ 


369 
386 
104, 
፲09 


23 


$10,400 99 
890 75 

Е o 

501 OO 

о 


$11,792 54 
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CHOTEAU COUNTY. 


* 


Miss M. E. Јонмѕтом,, Superintendent—Fort Benton. - 


Number of Organized Districts.........ccccscccccsseecnccecscnsnscscccncesecceseanses T 
Number of Males between 4 and 21 Years of Аче, ............. «е 33 

Number of Females between qand 21*ሃ68፤5 of Age... ccce 3 

Number of Males Attending School............. Lecce cesse eee eee eee enn ጠቁ ኢቀ ወ፥ 
Number of Females Attending ЗСОО. уин 92 
Number of Males Teachers Employed.... .,......, Lecce esses eee eee enne nene 
Number of Female Teachers Employed.......,..cscscscssccnsocsececneceucnonesseee 
Average Length of School in Юауз.................а..+е ве ж seen entente ntn 
Number of Brick School Кофвев...........................зезэнезнеянне езеннен 
Number of Log School Houses........ccsssssecsceveccsctercscccesnectscnnesansesenes 
Number of Graded MID —————— 
Numiber of Ungraded Schools................. eec eee eene 
Rate of County Tax in Mulls... i... cscsecessenssessseessscnrsceaneegen nee © бемане 
Per Capita of School Census Children............ нн сен ይ 13 44 
Amount Raised by County Tax for Schools.,......... eee eee eene ennt 9,017 20 
Amount Raised from АП Sources € 9,415 70 


о Ne Daw 


(Supplemental Report, December 1, 1884.) 


School Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Male-............ 33 
School Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Females,......... 356 
Number Under 4 Years—Males,,...... Lecce eeeee esee esee e tasa esee e se state anes 
Number Under 4 Year-—Females,...,.... ee ናና ።ናናንቸ።ንን ቸን 140 
Amount of County Tax Collected During the `Жеат......,..... eerte $13,566 89 
19,885 92 
120 00 
153 66 
41 00 


— 


Special Tax Collected......Lus cipe ea sire e pee ate oa raa na ን. n ua YR Кнын 
From Dis'rict Clerk... дааа сазвао tu ንን ን ን ን К e e RR ንባ 
From Proba e Judge (Benton Толупзйе). анион cen ne 
From Justices of the Peace. ...cccccescscsceesens ccs eee ገ ም 
Total from all Sources, ili eise ees ንንን ገን ገን nato $33,766 9r 

+4 


. - 


5 
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CUSTER COUNTY. 


D 


А, C. LoGAN, Superintendent—Miles City. 


| Number of Organized Districts........cccscsscasessssecceseeecassenssceceeteeeseseees 
Number of Schools Taught........cccccsssvecscceecenscvensencevcceeseuerseasavensess 
Number of Males between 4 and 21 Years of Age... esee 
Number of Females between 4 and 21 Years of Аге.,........................ 
Number of Males Attending School.......... ccce ener nete 
Number of Females Attend.ng School.............. cesses eene nenne 
Number Attending Private Schools ....,......... ዓን eene eee nene rnnt no 
Number of Male Teachers Ешріоуед......,.......«« оаа 
Number of Female Teachers Employed..........ccccccsssecccsneventeaceoes 559 5496 
Average Length of School, in Days.. —————— 
Number of Brick School Houses,.....csessscssessersssssccseceposeeensvsetevasesens 
Number of Frame School Houses.......cssccsossssecerecssscseseneesseseseegeveonaes 
Number of Log School Houses... .......eee esee esee eese eene ቀ 5 ጻፍ ሐዩ novae 
Number of Graded Schools .......,.... eee 5655996694 9፡46 አቀ 8።9 ወደህ ቆዩ ate ደወ nen 
| Number of Ungraded 3chools....,........ Lecce ገ ገቸ 
Rate of County Tax, іп Mills..,..... eese eee eeee eee ee eene tnnt menn nnn 
Per Capita of County Тах to Census Scholars,............ esee eene 
Amount Raised by County Tax for Ѕеһоо],,...„. 2... 


| ቁጨ ——ÁÁ — 


School Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Males ............ 
School Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Females......... 
Number Under 4 Years—Males,,..Ls eicere eee otra ione batte ናና ን ንገናና፡፡ 
umber Under 4 Уеагѕ—_Еетајеѕ.,.„......... «о.о ee enn ንንን 
Amount of County Tax Collected During the Хеагі,............ а. 
Amount of Special Tax Collected During the Year......... Lese 
From District Clerk... „аеннан 495 595 eee наанаа ወቱ enhn entnehmen 
rom Probate }п@ре..................ә.. esee eene neenon eene ቀ ለቀቀ አቂ “ዕቃ ሌቀ ይደ ተወና neue 
rom Justices of the Peace በን ገቸ ጂሚ ም ገ ገ 


Total from; XI Sources; ስች ጣችን ጻን ምት pev cate, ንንን ን ንን 


. 
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6 
IO 
393 
409 
161 
I21 
11 


о лмо м н 


ይ 10 78 
8,628 06 


515 
504 
94 
96 

5 7,944 86 

5 

85 ОО 

50 
79 70 


$8,150 56 
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DAWSON COUNTY- 


з 


J. Н. Ray, Superintendent—Glendive. 


Number of Organized Districts. ...........ccccesecccescaucessceerescsentscntersseaessne 
Number of Schools Taught. ቸክ ን жана ናን 
Number of School Census Children, male. „п... а... ንንን ንን ናቸ 


Number of School Census Children, female,......... eee аео eee een aen 


Number of Males Attending E————— ыенен 
Number of Females Attending School.............. ገ ግ ናው 
Number of Male Teachers Employed,...... c ce ዋንን nan 
Number of Female Teachers Employed. неин 
Number of Brick School Houses.......... ከዓ ለ4 48፡99 ተቀ ቀ eene nter 
Number of Frame School Ноиѕеѕ,........... „о.е 
Number of Log School Houses,....... Lee ንና nente 
Average Length of School, in Days.......ss cesses eese eene tatnen tenter 
Number of Graded Ѕсћооїѕ,, |... ананна ean seat hesterna 
Number of Ungraded Schools,............ ccce eeee eee eee esee na eee нии ае ente 
Rate of County Tax, in МЅ,...... „а.е eeeeeee ee ገ tenente 
Per Capita of County Tax to Census Scholam.........,.... eene 
Amount Raised by County Tax.,.....cacsssssssesccceceressonsessnnenetacsnensenens 
Amount Raised from All SOUICES. аа sense e nennen ለ ወ ente eene 


(Supplemental Report, to December 1, 1884.) 


Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Male... Lees 
Children between 4 and 21 Years, Female,............ eene 
Children under 4 Years of Age, Male........ Lese eese eese ee ገም 
Children under 4 years of Age, Кешан 
Amount of County Tax Collected During the Veat...........ssccseseseeceneeees 
Special District Tax... ቸን ንንን ንን ምም 
From Probate }цйве..................зыеу..зэ.+анеже ንን ን ገ eee 
From Justices of the Реасе, ............. ገ ንግ ና ን ገ ንን 
From. Other Sources......cssccccecosseccuacsecencetessesensecsssouresesestesesren semen ses 


Total from All Ѕоцтсеѕ,,.............. 89 44959 69፡08 449942 9 thea bte 8* ወ4ወ9ህስፍይይ 


. 


262 
213 
፲3፤ 
፲66 

፲፲ 


13 
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DEER LODGE COUNTY. 


—ÀMÀ——— — 


T. W. CATLIN, Superintendent—Deer Lodge. 


Number of Organized DIStelots;, i ire ee нава seach dé ንንን ፕሌን 
Number of Schools Taught During the Уеаг............л... „аан 
Nnmber of Males between 4 and 21 Years of Аре............. eee 
Number of Females between 4 and 21 Years of Ае.............................. 
Number of Males Attending Ѕсћоо],......... „а.а nennen nennt 
Number of Females Attending Ѕсһоої............ eese eene 
Number Attending Private School......... eese алаан anna nenne 
Number of Male Teachers Етаріоуей.................. а.а 
Number of Female Teachers Employed....,.... eese ern 
Average Length of School, in Days... uisus eene neenon etre enne 
Number of Brick School Houses,.......... ን ንንን ቸቸ 
Number of Frame School Houses.......ccssssssssssrcceeseesecececenevens nente 
Number of ор: School Ное 
Number of Graded БоБо онааган аа аит уннн EX EPA EY eeu au cpi dE 
Number of Ungraded Ѕсћоо]ѕ............ „аана eene ንንን 
Rate of County Tax, in MINS, ችንን ን). V REA VORE ንን нарсан тада 
Per Capita of County Tax to Census Степан seres 
Amount Raised by County እ? ጋንን ንንን ንን nnne 
Amount Raised from АП Sources... eese Lee 54 አ 55 ክክክ eee eene eee አ enone 
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Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Ма1е.................... 
Number of Children between 4and 21 Yeag of Age, Female................. 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Male.........., cerae 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Кета1е........................4... 
Amount of County Tax Collected During the Year......... cesses 
Special Tax Collected During the Year...,..... cesser ንን ገን 
From District Court Clerk,.......... ንንን 
From Probate Judge, ትንን ንንን ን በገገና 
From Justices of (ne Peace... ቸቸ ንገ ሕምም —M 
From Other Бозтсёб. «ዐን ንች ንንን ንንን ንንን ን 


Totals ТАРОО ቹም አችንን ንም ንው E 
LI 


27 


680 
384 
404 


$ II OO 
14,350 00 
14.794 72 


` 


656 
112 


Е 
888888 


$ 24,724 17 
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M ——À— A - ው ኣል ——— | ዓወ መመመ — ቁ 


A —À—M— ጨጨ ————————— 


GALLATIN COUNTY. 


ADDA M, HAMILTON, Superintendent—Bozeman. 


Number of Organized Districts. ........cccccerccssscrees ካን ም ኝን ንና ss о 
Number of Male Children between 4 and 21 Years of Аре.................... тоот * 
Number of Female Children between 4 21 Years of Age........... аи - 919 
Number Attending Public School—Males,.............. eee ener 733 
Number Attending Public Schools—Females............... e ceres. (210) 
-Number of Male Teachers Employed....................... -"——— T 18 
Number of Female Teachers Employed ............... Sees eo ማቸ eue ОТО 25 
Average Number Days School Taught.........ccccccccseescessedeccssseeesssessees 120 
Number of Private Schools, 2; Pupils Taught............essssescceessovseseees 25 
Number of Brick School Houses........ eee eee eee аана ወ ቢቱ ወፊ ልውቱ 892556. „73 
Number of C GEB. ——————— 3 
Number of Log School Houses........,...cccseccssencccscccnsscsccsessevsesesesssens 30 
Number of Districts that Raised Special 785... рифа ръси ንያን በየመ65..- 
Number of Graded Schools,............ ምዎ ንች ው Em ችንም ችም 2 
Number of Ungraded Schools........................ ንማን ኝን ንቴ አ ና ማች 4፤ 
Rate of County Tax, in Mills........ —————— -“ 85 
Per Capita of County Тах to Census Children.................. eene $ 1137 
Amount Raised by County Tax.......... "— አንን ይቼ ሓቱ ምች ካሚ ንንን ውች 21,826 88 
Amount Raised from All $ойгсев................... ከች ችን ምን ቁዋም 22,625 88 
= 
(Supplemented Report, December 1, 1884.) 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Male.,.....,......... 1180 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Асе--Еетаје............... 1064. 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age—Male............... eese. 366 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age—Female.................. eee 340 
Amount of County Tax Collected during the Year............. eec $20,344. 27 
Amount of Special District Тахеѕ...............-...... ገር ንች ችማ ኣይ ው ሚሪና 5,720 39 
Amount from Probate Judge and |изнсее унижение 492 ОО 
Amount from Sale of Lots in Cooke City ይበ ንን нн ене нн 1,268 00 
Total from all б5ойшгсех................ ነ ames መታች _ 25,784 66 


a 


OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
* E. I. FLETCHER, Superintendent— Whitehall. 
1 
Number of Organized Districts,........LLeee e Lee eee ecce sees eese eene tentant 24 
, Number of Schools Taught During the Year........ Tnm 22 
| Number of Males between 4 and 21 years of Age....... T парен 359 
| Number of Females between 4 and 21 Years of Аве.,..................... „а 366 
Number of Males Attending Зсвоо ничия eee 21I 
Number of Females Attending School...................... TOP m 220 
Number of Male Teachers Employed............. ———— M HM eM 
Number of Female Teachers Employed .................. ———— I3 
Number Attending Private School .......... eee Базадан 896 9 699699 989899 899 ወቀ 36 
Average Length of School, in Days............... ቸን ከ ሼክ ህች ን iia 88 
Number of Frame School Houses.,....,.... Leere eese RECTE we 5 
Number of 7..66..]))፡፡.188፡.:0.)፡፡:1- 99 ፲2 
Number of Ungraded ЅсһооїЇѕ..................„. о.о ненне 22 
Rate of County Tax, in Mills..,................ P MP rn 4 
Amount Raised by County Така кина sees 
Per Capita of Connty Tax to Census Children.............ccccsccsseneeecseceeees 
Total Amount Raised from All Sources ....... ሜው ምንን ንንን ነችን ሴማ 
(Supplemental Report, to December г, 1884. 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Male........ -—— 433 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Аре, Female..... Nu s 433 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Male.................. T з» узе 115 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Female................... ንን III 
Amount of County Tax Collected During the Year,................ ውሻን ው 
Amount of Special District Taxes........... падина РРР УР dw 
From Probate Judge..............Leeceee eese ese seseee eee eee eese ገ ቸም 
From Justices of the Реасе.... eese ንንን ን КҮ цара 


ума fram АП MOU ces... cee cece sce ከ eese ከ 4 አሌ 5 ቀ uten = 
# 


$5,808 81 
8 о2 
6,068 15 


ይ 6,474 65 


1,515 43 
IO OO 
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LEWIS AND CLARKE COUNTY. 


Muss HELEN P. CLARKE, Superintendet—Helena. 


4 


Number of Organized Districts........ sues eesseeeeeee eene enne nere 16 

Number of Schools Taught During the Ҹеаг............. „о.е 30 

Number of Males between 4 and 21 Years of ድ ከ5555559559ህ5«»ሀ«»66»»8»፥5996».ህ 001 

Number of Females between 4 and 21 years Of Арена 940 

Number of Meles Attending School............ eese nenne eene. 554. 

Number of Females Attending School.,............ ecce. 497 
Number Attending private Ѕсћоо15.......... esses ግ ን የ QO 

Number of Male Teachers Employed.......... eese eO ТО 
Numberof Female Teachers Ётар1оуей..................аез. ененнен IQ 

Average Length of School, in Паузини 126 

Number of Brick and Stone School Houses..,.,..csccsesssssscssestcessvssserseeee Ü 

Number of Frame School Ноцѕеѕ.,,.............. о.о Š 

"Number of Log School Ночзеиишининеннененнененне QO 
Number of Graded Schools...,....ccccseceescseccccecsnsccssscvesseccssascereceravers I 
"Number of Ungraded бсһоо1....................е eee enr IS 

Rate of County Tax, in Mills „а.а sense sese $ 

Amount of County Tax for School Purposes....,.scsccoscesseecssssenssrseesenece $24,642 о] 
Per Capita of County Tax to Census С1агер................ «аео 13 65 
Amount from All Sources for School Purposes............ eee ንንን ንንን $35,287 87 


(Supplemental Report, to December 1, 1884.) 


Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Male................... 1077 

Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Кеша!е....,..........1046,27. 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Майен 334 

Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Еета1е............. «о... 290 

Amount of County Tax Céllected During the Year......... seen $20,632 
Amount of Special District Tax Collected During the `Үеат,,.................. 3:979 
From District Court Clerk.......... Lee ንንን» nennen nee nenne 10 
3:7፡፡፡፡፡96:2.፡)፡፡፡፡፣-381፡፤፡፡፡፣ ሻን ንንን ና ын ныны 245 
From Justices о 86፡30... ንንን ንንን ን ን ን ን ገገ 509 0 
From Other Sources.,... sees eese eene eee nennen ንን nnne nt ፦....... 255 


& t3 


Total from All SQQtCeS, «seen en enn nennen nnnm tmn nenne $25,633 9 
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ርት nem rrp t - 


MEAGHER COUNTY. и 


Miss Alice М, Darcy—Townsend. 


መጣው ወዛ “ተቃ татан “3።- “ሠፉ ат መ 


| 
| Number of Organized Ойы 1 ልበ ገ 2I 
Number of Schools Taught, እዚ ።አእእ9ህ59599፡5459948599688969««8594««69»05ዜ««6469፡5፣5465፣ 23” 
Number of Males between 4 and 21 Years of rl — — 1 Т 636 
Number of Females between 4 and 2r Years of Ателие ен 540 
Number Attending School, НОННИ irera 258 
Number Attending School, Females.........cccsccossesecsscescscrarsreconsnesssenees 243 
Number of Male Teachers Етріоуей.............. eee Q 
Number of Female Teachers 3:፡፡)፡!) ..፡፥ ሃዋን ንንን een I3 
Average Length of School, in days... sss 85 
Number of Frame Schoól Houses, ..,.. eese eene nme 4 
Number of Log: School „Нойве$......................‚әа+енеее ናን IT 
Number of Graded.SChools...... ንንን ቸን ДООРОО I 
Number of Ungraded Schools,.....tccssscssssecssscccvscecsestecessecsacensasceeeesses 20 
Rate of County Tax, in Mills... elesccsssrsecesecrsescsessscevecnencersnsersrerss 4 
Amount of County Tax for School Purposes,,.......csesccocsssesereesesacenenecses $14,260 42 
Per Capita of County Tax to Census Children........ Lees Aene notan I2 15 
Amount from АП Sources for School Ригрозе$,............... ++ ненен ` 14,260 42 


* 
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Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Ма1е‚................... 680 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Кеша1є...,.............. 547 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Мае.“ 169 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age—PFemale........ lesse i74 
ДАтоши of County Tax Collected During the Vear.......... eee ee eee rene $ 14,569 67 
Amount of Special District Taxes.,.... esee eee eee yeneseeettae es at een dona 63 98 
[Amount from Clerk of District Сошгё,........... essere eene nennen hann nene 60 co 
Amount from Probate Јайяе,.,......... „о.ни en 140 оо 
Amount from Justices of the Peace... Lees ንንን ገ ናና ፋ፤፲ OO 


m 


Total from All Sources... eiie esee eee eene bat nemen ette hóa nante ሐሌ nn $ 15,234 65 


lo 


OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


(ФК) 


MADISON COUNTY, 


(J. ር. Маноху, Superintendent—Silver Star.) - 


+ 


В 


መ=... ሙዛ 


Number of Organized Districts... ዓገንንንቸንንና።ንችንንናንን ንንን ገቸ 
Number of Schools "ТТапе1{,.....................че никени ን ም 
Number of Males between 4 and 21 Years of Ag@e.....csscccecnsceececasectecss 
Number of Females between 4 and 21 Years of Áge............. eere 
Number of Males Attending 11.0.1 9896869699 ቸቸ 


Number of Females Attending School............. eese eere 402 
Бъд 


Number of Male Teachers Етріоуей..,.............. „нелее 
Number of Female Teachers Employed 9.99 ን ገ еы 
Average Length of School, in Юауѕ......... „а.а нннеее 
Number of Brick and Stone School Нопѕеѕ..............«.. «ене 
Number of Frame School Ноцѕез,...............--. ннан: 
Number of ፻፡1.6.:1.1)7፡1,1866.:0.)))-፡. 89 በገናንና ንንን enata 
Number of Graded Schools............. esee esee essen denne hene ne 
Rate of County Tax, in Mills... 43፡544ዓ ዓዓ 44 esee ene hens e ether нае 
Amount of, County Tax for School Рагрогез.....................-ее enn 
Per Capita of County Tax to Census Children........,...... ገን нен 
Amount from All Sources for School Ригровев.........................-.-- 


(Supplemental Report to December 1, 1884.) 


Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Male................... 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Female............... 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Ма1е........... оле 
Number of Children under 4 Years of Age, Female....... eee 
Amount of County Tax Collected During the Year........... eese 
Amount of Special District Taxes........eee Leere ገ ገን 
Amount from District Court Clerk........cccsscscssesenpests ው ዓን ምዓ ዓም 
Amount from Probate }парке..,.................з, еуин eene ጂን niente 
Amount from Justices of the Peace... ecce seen ገ ን ና ኬም 
Amount from other soürCe,,... „оодоо sn teen sees e и е жжке жж иннин sonne 


Total from АП Ѕоцгсеѕ,,......... о... ree eese ንንን, ገቸ 


-- ፦ --- «+ — + -— mn—————— መፁ ሞው መ የመን Rd 


27 
23 
685 
боб 
480 


7 
23 
100 


5 9,876 55 
7 42 
10,317 41 


4 


677 
626 


፤75 
164 


172 


OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 33 


| MISSOULA COUNTY. 
J. A. T. RYMAN, Superintendent—Missoula. 

Sumber of Organized Юймтїсз......................... МОЛОТОК ИИ РА "EE. 

Sumber of Schools Танер: ንትን “эзе. 17 

‘umber of Males between 4 and 21 Years ОГАпешнннан ..። 589 

Yumber of Females between 4 and 21 Years of ድፍ እእእ Lese 5555555555ህ»05 523 

umber Attending School, МаЇеѕ.,.............. „аана ቸቸ 393 

'umber Attending School, Females.,..........cccsssccsssssscccesscecesssencco senses 350 

котре: Attending Private School.......... ЖОЛОК ТОКЕ. 

lumber of Male Teachers Employed........7...... злс... ና Meses 135 

umher of Female Teachers Employed....... ን ምንንም ዓ።ም пон ፲2 

verage Length of School, in days........ PATERE ምን ም ም p 110 

umber of Brick.School Houses....................... ТРЕТ ТАРУ тапа ፲ 

umber о 880) :፡፡፣፡1.ኹ..1.1)1፡1.18851፡))፡-፡:- ይንንን ንንን ቸን — $ 

umber of Log School Iouses............. ———— — ERE: 

umber of Graded Schools...... T — TD ንንን ቁፍ ንማን አና I 

umber of Ungraded Schools,............... ንን ችንን ቸን ንንን S Rei dao 16 

ate of County Tax, in Mills... ንንን ቸቸ SOROR 4 

mount of County Tax for School Purposes........eesse eese eese eee nenne $7,946 40 
т Capita of County Tax to Census Children................ E 7 20 
mount from All Sources for School Purposes...,.......... рома ል ue 8,606 40 

(Supplemental Report. to December т, 1884.) 
umber of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Male.................... 754 


mber of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Female............... ... 692 
mber of Children under 4 Years of Age, Мае... .. 197 
mber of Children under 4 Years оГАге-Бешайе....... 220 
ount of County Tax Collected During the Year............... ን ም ማን 


5 7,986 49 

ount of Special District Taxes........... E AME ማንው ክት snc ናቸ -. - 1,960 36 
ount from Clerk of District Court, .......ccccccsssesesesescenecccesceveceeeeeacnece 50 00 
ount from Sale of Боп. ин — абаб РОЯ 19,000 OO 
ount from Justices of the Реасе, .............. ОКОЛО IOS OO 
"Total from АЙ Sources... aieo ааыл Nn она. 2291050 85 


34 REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 


= SILVER BOW COUNTY. 


T. J. Воонек, Superintendent—Rutte. 


Number of Organized Ос. —-"——— 5 
Number of Schools Taught........sessensoroseeseerosensnspaessrssessvessotassasssessse II 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, та1е...................1353 
Number of Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, female.,................1244 
Number of Males Attending Ѕсһоо!............ „к...н онан ненае 402 
Number of Females Attending School,.,......... „о.о ee eee east enean netten 
Number of Male Teachers Employed.................. ንንን ናቸ 
Number of Female Teachers Employed....,...... esee «еони etn 
Number of Brick School Houses;.............. ናን жане ннан, 
Number of Frame School Ноџѕез,........... „ооо eene ና ገቸ 
Number of Log School Houses,........ss eese eee eene ገን ገ 
Average Length of School, in Оау5...............ыә....уеи ም 
Number of Graded Schools................ c eee ee ገዋ 
Number of Ungraded Schools.............. Lc eese eee eene eene teen nnne nna 
Rate of County Tax, in Mills... eeeiiee ንንን ን ንን) кава а 
Per Capita of County Tax to Census Scholars.......... cente 
Amount Raised by County Tax......... Lese esee eee ee eee ቸቸ .።. 
-\mount Raised from All Ѕо0гсеѕ................ eee ce eese жж нжат н enne nnn nnn 


5 [45] 
бо зо б 


о oh 


-— o — —— ሠ 
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Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age, Male... LL Lesser E249 
Children between 4 and 21 Years, Еета]е............ «онооно eene ese S I II2 
Children under 4 Years of Age, Мае, ............ „ооо енин енын, 454 
Children under 4 years of Age, Female.......... Lees eeeeceeeee ንንን 442 
Amount of County Tax Collected During the Yeai,...... Lecce 
Amount from Clerk of District Court... .. ills eec ee ee eese ees ees ene eene erunt нанне 
From Probate J'üdge.......... eese esee ee eee eere eene eene ees ገናና ገም 
From Justices of the Peace,.,....l ንን eee eese eee ን ግ ገ ገዋ 


А 
From Sheriff, d иы ገች ችዋ” ንኝ oaaae ን ናው ንንን ንን АСНА 


7 93 
18,729 99 
19,580 99 


$18,729 99 


25 60 
20 00 


5 73 
142 4 


Total from All Sources......ccscsgencsesscssescccncceresecscsssenncoeserssngne $ 19,430 39 


ዕጅ PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


YELLOWSTONE COUNTY. 
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Rev, В. Е. SHuart, Superintendent—Billings. : 
Number of Organized Districts..,...,...... ገባ ማች ምንና ንች ንንን ናን 6 
Number of Schools Taught During the Ұеаг,,,........... „оа. 7 
Number of Males between 4 and 21 Years of Аре......................... ак 216 
Number of Females between 4 and 21 Years of Асе.................... дата 253 
Number of Males Attending School........... ССА ንን ማና "E TUTTO 150 
Number of Females Attending School............... ТИТИ ን ችም ን ንን ንንን 140 
Number of Male Teachers Етар1оуей................................ TA MG 
Number of Female Teachers Етріоуед,..,............... «аана ሃ 
Average Length of School in 1ауз........................ә.еу+ее енене, 109 
Number of Brick School Houses........,..ccsccscsscsescvecsasessevevencecsetasceese I 
Fuzber of Frame School Houses........... ——— — 22A 
mount of County Tax for School Purposes........... ЖЕК ት eda ው ри . $ 7,916 12 
er Capita of County Tax to School Census Степан ን & 16 87 
71.) 1686!፡፡፡፣፡17.518.፡፡)))..፡-: በን ን ገቸ ЕН 8,111 82 
= oe а 
(Supplemental Report, December 1, 1884.) 
chool Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Males....... ities 235 
chool Census Children between 4 and 21 Years of Age—Females..,....... 281 
umber Under 4 Years—Males,........ ንንን ንንን 75 
Number Under 4 Years—Females.............. ТУЯ ТА оаа e. 70 
‘Amount of County Tax Collected................. ከተፈ ወን አደይ "em ica ቹም $7,916 ፤2 
Ңресїа1 Tax Collected................... EAE саа ሽም ቸቸ vate 1,097 41 
from Clerk of District Court... ЕСК, СТРИ бо оо 
гоху Probate: Judge аан анаара ስ ትን ንው ን 55 70 
rom Justices of the Реасе.......... деи родина: ችን ችን ር. n Ке 86 06 
) Total from all БОТЕВ ранна "T ምን ቸት ን ቀ ብቱ $9,209 23 


ኑ 
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OBSERVATIONS ON STATISTICS. | 


The tables of statistics deserve to be carefully studied. They rais 
many questions for which answers are to be sought elsewhere; an 
they answer many questions that are raised elsewhere. Properly de 
vised and kept books of account are as necessary in any department 
government or public business as in successful merchandizing or тапа 
facturing. Statistical tables serve as a balance sheet at the end of th 
year. 

If the change is made in the law that the two reports now requir 
shall be consolidated, much of the confusion that now c#eeps into tl 
reports of County Superintendents will become impossible. As it no 
is, the number of school census children as given in the regular an 
supplemental reports should be different, as they belong to two distin 
enumerations, and the number given in the supplemental report 
December 1883, should be the same as in the regular report of Octo 
1884. The same is the case with the school moneys reported, о 
that is much worse mixed, for it proceeds upon the theory of two di 
tinct fiscal years, опе ending September Ist, and the other December, 1 

It needs entirely new forms for both District and County reports, 4 
as to include not merely the items required by our own Law, but so 
to make them conform with the system of reports common to near 
all the States. 

It will be noticed that during the past year or two, the item of voti 
special district taxes for building school houses, as well as for emplo 
ing teachers and extending the school term, have almost entirely d 
appeared. In explanation it may be remarked that under the new 1 
authorizing the issuance of bonds, money to build new school hou 
is raised in that way, rather than by special taxes, and whenever 
counties have made a levy of county school tax as high as 4 or 5 mi 
there has been no occasion for special taxes. 

- Choteau and Silver Bow are two of the counties that levy only a 
mill school tax, and it would only be natural to expect either sh 

termsor small attendance, or both. In one, the attendance is only 25 
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cent of the school population, and in the other only 20 per cent. The 
situation of the two counties is dissimilar in nearly every respect. The 
one a small, compact, wealthy county; the other is large, sparsely set- 
Неа and comparatively a poor county in realized wealth. 

Generally, it will be noticed that in those counties where the highest 
'rate oftax is levied, the ratio of attendance is proportionately increased. 
1 seems that it would not be difficult to determine which was cause 
880 which was effect. The school children respond with alacrity to all 
the facilities and advantages afforded them. The counties that tax 
themselves most for schools, have the best attendance and the best of 
everything, and reap advantages from their more liberal expenditures, 
in geometrical ratio, while those who will give and pay little get even 
less than their ratio of money would entitle them to receive, illustrating 
again the Scripture, “that to those who have, shall be given more abun- 
dantly, while from those who have not, shall be taken away even the 
little they have,” “There is that which scattereth and still increaseth,” 


. LHE SCHOOL TEXT BOOK LAW. 


The Law adopted four years ago introduced the printipal that text 
ooks in branches required to be taught in the public schools, should 
be uniform throughout the Territory. The second section provides that 
school text books shall be adopted for periods of four years. Such 
doption was made in the subsequent sections of the law and the time 
or which the adoption was made will expire next j uly. 

It will be necessary for the Legislature by some new act, to adopt. 
he same or some more acceptable series of text books, or provide 
ome general or local board to make such adoption. The effect of 
oing nothing, is to leave the present series in possession of the field 
ith no power to rule them out, or others іп. . 

The two principal objects sought by the text book law have been 4 
cured. Uniformity has been obtained, and children removing from 
е part of the Territory to another, have not been compelled to pur- 
ase new books on returning to school. А still more important gain 
the people, has been the ability to obtain school books ata orm 
duced rate in every county. It is not claimed that the publishing 
uses with whom the contract was made to supply the text books at 
schedule of prices set forth by law, made any reduction from their 
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usual rates to dealers. The money advantage to the public, came 
through the arrangement by which the retail dealer, in consideration o 
a larger and surer trade, charged less retail profit. There has been but 

- little complaint during the continuance of the law, of failure to comply 
with its terms, and whenever such complaints have been made, they 
have been promptly attended to and the cause removed. 

At the reeent Territorial Teachers’ Institute, in which were gathered 
some of the ablest and most successful teachers and county superinten- 
dents, it was voted unanimously, that the principle of uniformity of text 
books established by lay, and furnished at moderate fixed prices, had 
worked well and should be continued. 

With such record of experience and endorsements it 15 presumed 
that some similar text book law will be adopted at your present session, 
° During the past two years there has been a general complaint of the 
Independent Series of Reading Books. The principal grounds of com- 
plaint have been, that however good this series may have been when 
first introduced, it has not kept pace with the improvements of recent 
years in choice of matter, in proper grading or the attractive methods 
of presentation, and mechanical excellence. 

There are several superior series of readers, seeking recognition. 
The teachers and superintendents, both singly and in institute as- 
sembled, have expressed a preference for Bancroft’s Readers. Aside 
from such general considerations which you can estimate as well as 
any one, the opinions of active teachers and the most experienced and 
successful County Superintendents will ር go further to deter- 
mine your choice than anything else, 

There has been less, but still considerable ee with the pre 
scribed text book in grammar, much of it on the score that it is no 
suitable for beginners and some supplementary book or books ar 
necessary, unless our teachers generally are able to teach gramma 
without a book, which unfortunately is not the case. 

There has been some fault, but considerably less, found with th 
geography and arithmetic in use. 

We have no doubt that there would fault be found with any serie 
. though the best in the opinion a large majority of those best able t 
judge. 11 may also be laid down to start with, that between the lead 
ing competitors for your choice, there is less difference than th 
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publishers would have you believe, when the appreciable excellencies 
and defects are summed and weighed. Good teachers with the poorest 
book will harvest more good fruit than a poor teacher with a good 
book. And yet, with other things equal there is an advantage both to: 
teacher and pupil in having the best books, and sometimes a change is 
good even if the new books are not much superior, 

In any change that is made, unless it be a free exchange, I 
would recommend that a gradual change be provided for, allowing the 
use of the old text books till new classes were formed needing to pur- 
chase new books. 

When the time comes that our population is more settled, generally 
distributed and wealthy, with revenues from our prospective school 
fund, it may be the wisest course for each district to furnish the books 
for the scholars. It would not be difficult to show that this was really 
the cheapest and best method of all, wherever practicable. 

So long as it is agreed that uniformity is a good thing, and that, 
when any book is adopted, it should be used for at least foug years, 
why should not the adoption be made directly by the legislature/dn the 
best terms that competition will offer between books of nearly equal 
excellence. If you devolve this duty on any territorial, county or 
district board the same struggle with agents ensues, followed by 
charges or suspicions of indirect and improper influences. 

It seems best for all concerned that this issue be settled where it 
first rises, before and by the people's representatives. It is for you to 
save the people unnecessary expense and to see that they get the best 
for their money. 


INCREASING THE REGULAR STUDIES. 


Probably you will be asked to include in the course of study required 
to betaught in our public schools, that of Physiology, with especial 
reference to teaching the young the evil effects of the use of intoxicat- 
ing drinks and narcotics. Conceding the good purpose in view, I still 
consider it inadvisable to make the teaching of Physiology by thé use 
of any text book in all our schools imperative. As the law now is, 
it is in the power of the trustees of any district to add this study to the: 
prescribed series in such higher grade schools where it could be intro- 
duced with profit. And for schools of lower grades and most of our 
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“ungraded schools these matters can best be brought to the notice and 
impressed upon the hearts and minds of children by short and familiar 
lectures by the teacher as occcasion may offer, against whose use of 
any text book on any subject there is and should be no restrictiction. 
Until we can succeed vastly better than we have yet done, it does not 
seem wise to attempt to do any more in other directions. The teach- 
ing of book-keeping was once made obligatory and subsequently 
dropped, not because considered any less important, but simply because 
it was beyond our reach with our present limited means and short 
terms in a majority of our school districts. 


A WORD TO TEACHERS, SCHOOL OFFICERS AND 
PARENTS. 


It is made the duty of the Superintendent to suggest means of im- 
proving our schools, and there seems no better way in the world to do 
this than by an appeal to the teachers, parents and school officers. 

It is not by any means of fine school houses and furniture or the 
best text books printed, that we can secure good schools. А good 
teacher is more important than all these—is indispensible. We have 
probably as good teachers in Montana as anywhere in the country. 
They are not turned out by any institution of learning and are not 
always found by the usual examinations. Good teachers make them- 
selves, just as good scholars become such by their own exertions. А 
teacher who cares only to put in his time and draw his salary is a fraud 
and a disgrace to the noblest profession in existence. A good teacher 
looks for higher rewards than his salary. A good teacher can learn as 
much from his scholars as they can from him, and this self-discipline 
and developement ought to be always kept in sight and valued above 
all other returns. One ofthe most celebrated of the German Professors 
and one of the most brilliant lecturers, in reply to an expression of 
thanks from his grateful pupils, said, “ Ye have been my wings" He 
was: not ashamed to acknowledge that his chief incentive to unusual 
success had been -drawn from those who followed him so eagerly ; 
whose questions he had sought to answer fully and honestly ; whose 
difficulties he had sought to anticipate and remove. 

Teachers must get down or up into mental world where the children 
live, think their thoughts, be interested in what interests them, and 
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like an elder brother or sister encourage their efforts to advance into 
new fields. It is not the part of a teacher to strike on in advance and 
get out of sight of his pupils, in order to impress them with the vast- 
ness of his knowledge, but he must keep along with them, helping 
them to feel their own way, and all the time on the solid ground of 
conquered and occupied territory. Always ‘advance from the known 
to the unknown. 

It is a pleasure to a child to study and to think, unless his confidence 
has been abused or his tastes perverted. When a schoo! has once 
been started in the right path, even in one single study, the spirit and 
method will apply to all. In a school where the children are all wide 
awake and interested, they learn from one another as well as from the 
teacher. The envy. arising from another’s success is lost in the interest 
aroused to understand how that success was secured, and confidence 
in ability to succeed as well or better. A school with interestand am- 
bition once aroused governs itself’ There is neither time or dispostion 
for busy idleness or or malicious mischief. Text books in such schools 
are not the end of the Jaw, but only the beginning of inquiry. 


Many teachers burden and hamper themselves with superfluous 
dignity. Familiarity does not breed contempt, unless there is some- 
thing contemptible in the thing or person when thoroughly known. 
Teaching is no doubt hard work, but good teaching is pleasant and 
profitable work. If a teacher after honest trial finds that he cannot 
feel pleasure in it and be conscious of growth himself, he had better 
abandon the business, for he cannot succeed. 


In order to secure the maximum of success with good teachers, it is 
very necessary that parents cooperate with them openly and actively. 
This cooperation, necessary all the time, is most essential to begin 
with. It is usual to leave the teacher alone to make his acquaintance 
with his pupils. ` But the sooner and the more thoroughly he can get 
acquainted the better, and the parent can do very much to accelerate 
and improve this acquaintance. The teacher goes forward with more 
confidence, and the children yield to the teacher's influenee and guid- 
ance more readily, if parents' active cooperation intervenes. 

Let complete understanding begin early and remove all chance for 
misunderstanding. It is not indifference, so muchas ignorance of their 
own ability to assist, that keeps the parents estranged from the teacher. 
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Advances should come from the parents, for they ought to have more 
interest in their children’s welfare than any stranger, however benevo- 
lently disposed. But neither parent or teacher should stand on cere- 
mony. Each should seek the other at the first opportunity, and if op- 
portunity does not offer, make one. The greater difficulties of gov- 
ernment would all be obviated by early acquaintance between parents 
and teachers. The best time to cure trouble is before it begins. It 
may require watchfulness, but it seldom, if ever, breaks out without 
premonition. 


Itis not overstating the facts to say that children generally might 
get twice the advantage from schools that they do, by the constant 
and hearty co-operation of teachers and parents, and by the latter 
doing no more than is within easy possibility of accomplishment. 

School officers too often think their whole duty discharged when 
they have employed a teacher. But in this business, as in every other, 
a thrifty and careful employer should see that every facility is furn- 
ished the teacher to do good work. After furnishing all proper 
means to work with, there is still need of constant oversight, to see 
that good work is done. Familiarity with the text books is not neces- 
sary for an officer of good common sense to tell whether good work 
is being done. There are points about good school work that cannot 
escape the attention of every observer, even in a half hour's visit, 
The looks, speech and behavior of the children proclaim it. 

There are numberless ways in which parents, trustees and the gen- ` 
eral public may aid in securing better results from our schools, and 
that, too, without any further expenditure of money, only by a little 
thought, care'and effort. The labors of a teacher could be so liglit- 
ened that he can do more and better work with less exhaustion. 

In our present circumstances, with limited means, this is the direc- 
tion in which to concentrate attention' and effort. If we cannot in- 
crease the quantity, let us improve the quality of our teaching. If our 
teachers are not as good as they might be, we can make them better 
by assistance, encouragement, co-operation—by incessant watching, 
by timely suggestions. The trustees, it is true, employ the teachers, 
but they do it in behalf of the parents who have children to send to 
school. Every parent, to a certain extent, has a right to regard the 
teacher as his employee to carry out his wishes, when consistent with 


OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 43 


the general good, and the equal rights of others. Be assured, good 
teachers will be thankful for and profit from your kindly suggestions 
and hearty co-operation, and poor ones will soon retire from the field- 
D Good books are cheap now, and there are but few parents too poor 
‚ to have some other books besides those studied in school, some dic- 
| tionary, encyclopedia, history, geography, books of travel, etc. See 
: that the subjects studied at school become subjects of conversation and 
| study at home, and the school is, as it should be, the center of intellec- 
| tual life to the family and the whole community. If children are 
interested in what they study at school, they will surely let ሺ be known 
at home. If they say nothing, be sure they are not interested, and 
the case demands the parents’ notice. It works also reversely, and if 
children are made interested in subjects of study at home, they will 
carry it to school and circulate it among fellow pupils, and perhaps 
awake a sluggish teacher to new life. 

Cleanliness is said to be next to godliness, and, in some cases, it is 
godliness, when it goes to the cleanliness of thought, speech and 
behavior. _ 

Remember that it depends wholly on the spirit in which: work is 
done whether it is hard or not, whether the heartis in it. The heart 
must be enlisted, or education of the head will fail. 

Our schools are to educate character, as well as develope the mental 
faculties, and in this training of character parents and school officers 
can do a most important part—possibly more than the teacher. It is 
too often the case that the efforts of the teacher to form good charac- ` 
ter and habits are counteracted by influences outside, possibly in the 
home itself. The best results can only be attained when the lessons 
of the school room are sustained and reinforced at home. The edu- 
cation of our children is going on all the time, as well in vacation a 
in term time; out of doors as well as within doors, either at the school 
house or at home. It should be one consistent, progressive whole, 
working with nature and not against it, enlisting head, heart and 
hands, and calling to its willing aid teacher, parent, school officer, and 


every good citizen. : 
CORNELIUS HEDGES, 


Superintendent. 


